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Abstract: China issued two educational principles in 1960s and 1990s respectively. Both are composed of 
three fundamental elements — general aim of education, concrete purposes of education and ways of realizing 
them. Both emphasize the combination of education and work as well as the all-round development of the 
educatee. The difference between the two is that the former stipulates that education should serve the proletarian 
politics and education of laboring people while the latter provides that education should serve the socialist 
modernization and cultivation of builders and successors of socialism. 
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An overview of the fifty-year educational evolution of the PRC shows that there has been various statements 
on the educational principle; however, only two of them are typically representative and issued by the state 
government, which were published respectively in 1961 and 1995. The former is the educational principle of the 
early period of the PRC, and the later is that of the new historical period of reform and opening to the world. They 
show both consistency and difference in their forms and contents. Both of them carry with distinctive features of 
their times. Being two landmarks in the history of the PRC, they were the general guiding principles of education 
made by the central government; embodied the educational purposes in the different periods and played important 
roles in the activities of Chinese modern education. 

1. Educational Principle of the Early Period of PRC 

As early as inl930s, the Government of Soviet Region in China, led by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), 
put forward the General Cultural and Educational Principle of People’s Power. Later, the governments of anti- 
Japanese regional areas and liberated areas raised similar principles. In 1949, the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC) was founded. The newly founded PRC carried on this tradition. At the end of this year, the Educational 
Department of the People’s Central Government held the first National Conference of Education in Beijing, at 
which the general principle of education of the early period of PRC was decided as follows: “The education of 
PRC is that of New Democracy, whose main task is to improve the people’s cultural standard, cultivate talents 
needed in the country’s construction, eliminate various ideologies related to feudalism, comprador capitalism and 
fascism, and develop the ideology of serving the people. This new type of education is a democratic, scientific and 
popular one, with the purpose of serving the people, especially the workers and farmers, as well as the 
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